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ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 12 EA-07 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 

INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 

USIA-06 OMB-01 /077W 

047821 

R 290605Z DEC 75 
FM AMEMBASSY DACCA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9208 
INFO AMCONSUL CALCUTTA 
AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
AMEMBASSY ISLAMABAD 
AMEMBASSY KABUL 
AMEMBASSY KATHMANDU 
AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMEMBASSY RANGOON 
USLO PEKING 

SECRET DACCA 6369 

NOFORN 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-4 
TAGS: PINS, MILL BG 

SUBJECT: TENSION WITHIN MILITARY ABATES 

REF: DACCA 6356 

1. BY CHRISTMAS EVE, THE TENSION WITHIN THE MILITARY 
CAUSED BY THE DEMANDS OF THE LANCERS (REFTEL) APPARENTLY 
ABATED. ACCORDING TO CANTONMENT SOURCES, GENERAL ZIA 
MET THE DAY BEFORE WITH JUNIOR COMMISSIONED AND NON- 
COMMISSIONED OFFICERS OF VARIOUS HEADQUARTERS UNITS, 
INCLUDING THE LANCERS, AND THREATENED TO RESIGN UNLESS 
HE WAS OBEYED. THE JCOS AND NCOS REPORTEDLY BECAME 
UPSET AT THREAT AND SWORE ON KORAN THAT THEY WOULD CREATE 
NO FURTHER TROUBLE AND WOULD NOT DISCREDIT THE GOOD NAME 
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2. MAJOR GENERAL Q.M. DASTGIR, CHIEF OF THE BANGLADESH 
RIFLES, CONFIRMED TO EMBASSY POLITICAL ASSISTANT 
DECEMBER 27 THAT ZIA HAD THREATENED TO RESIGN. DASTGIR 
SAID THAT HE DID NOT EXPECT FURTHER TROUBLE IN THE CAN- 
TONMENT, AT LEAST FOR THE TIME BEING. THE INCIDENT, 

HOWEVER, HAS CAUSED DASTGIR TO TIGHTEN FURTHER HIS CON- 
TROL OVER HIS BDR, ALTHOUGH HE ACKNOWLEDGED THAT HIS 
LIGHTLY ARMED MEN WOULD BE NO MATCH FOR DISSIDENT ARMY 
FORCES SHOULD A CONFLICT OF ANY SORT COME. 

3. INDICATIONS OF THE DIFFERENCES WITHIN THE MILITARY 
HAVE BEGUN TO SURFACE IN THE DACCA PRESS. NEWSPAPERS 
TODAY (DECEMBER 29) PROMINENTLY DISPLAY ON PAGE ONE A 
PICTURE OF GENERAL 

ZIA ATTENDING A DECEMBER 28 PARTY 

HELD BY THE LANCERS TO "BID FAREWELL TO THEIR COMMANDING 
OFFICER LT.CP. MOMEN ON HIS TRANSFER." NEWS REPORT 
DID NOT MENTION A SUCCESSOR TO FOMEN. THE PARTY WAS 

ATTENDED BY OTHER RANKING ARMY OFFICERS. ON INSIDE PAGES 

NEWSPAPERS CARRY BRIEF MILITARY PRESS RELEASE ANNOUNCING 

THAT THE ORGANIZATION OF THE CHIEF OF DEFENSE STAFF MAJOR 
GENERALM.A. KHALILUR RAHMAN "HAS 
BEEN RETIRED FROHM 

BANGLHNESH ARMY." NO FURTHER EXPLANATIONS WERE GIVEN. 

4. COMMENT. WHILE THE AIROF CRISIS MAY HAVE DISSIPATED 
FOR THE PRESENT, IT IS EVIDENT THAT PROBLEMS WITHIN THE 
MILITARY ARE NOT YET RESOLVED. THE RUMOR MILL IS ALREADY 
GRINDING OUT REPORTS THAT OTHER, UNIDENTIFIED SENIOR 
OFFICER MAY SOON FOLLOW KHALILUR RAHMAN INTO RETIREMENT. 
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